West Bank and Vicinity,
Lake Cataouatche Levee, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana
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Mr. Gib Owen
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MNew Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Post Oiffice Box 60267

Mew Orleans, Louwisiana 70160-0267

Deear Mr. Owen:

MNOMAMs Mational Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has received the draft Individual
Environmental Report (IER) #15 provided by letter from Ms. Elizabeth Wiggins dared
April 28, 2008. The draft IER evaluates and guantifies the impacts associated with providing
100-year level of hurricane protection o the section of levee adjacent to Lake Cataouache in
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana.

MMFES has reviewed the draft IER and finds that the disclosure and assessment of impacts
associated with the levee improvements are adequately addressed. It appears that all reasonable
avoidance and minimization efforts have been taken to reduce the impacts of the project. It is
MNMFS" und=rstanding that details regarding compensatory mitigation will be disclosed and
analyzed in a forthcoming Mitigation TER. As such, we have no comments @ provide on the
draft IER #15.

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the deaft IER.,

Sinezrcly,
&M”CE M. Croom

Assistant Regional Administrator
Habitat Conservation Division
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